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the land they tilled. Just over 3 million were engaged in indus-
try and three-quarters of a million in business and trade—many
of them, of course, village craftsmen and shopkeepers. Despite
the great progress of the industrial revolution under the Second
Empire, democracy in France meant still a rural democracy.
Political life centred ultimately in the 36,000 Communes of the
French countryside, and politics had still much of the atmo-
sphere of the parish-pump. Just as Thomas Jefferson visualized
American democracy as a democracy of frontiersmen, imbued
with the spirit of freedom and equality of the frontier fanning
community, so Gambetta thought first of a democracy of
peasant proprietors and little men. It was to the 'new social
strata' of little men, enfranchised by the new grant of universal
male suffrage, that he looked for the successful working of the
Third Republic.
He made a famous speech at Grenoble in 1872 condemning
the short-sightedness of the older ruling classes, and demanding:
Have they not seen the workers of town and country, the world of
workers to which the future belongs, make formal entry into our
political life? Does not their entry give notice that France, after due
trial of other forms of government, is turning to a new class to make
trial of republicanism? I foresee, I can see, I proclaim the coming of
a new social stratum into our politics. I feel that the democracy of
to-day has left behind the somewhat misty sentimentality of the last
generation. We now have to deal with this new personnel—practical
experienced people, used to business, prudent and politically wise.
Every resolve they take, every decision they reach, will have a special
quality, an individual accent, which will affect the conduct of the
whole government of France.
He saw France being pulled in opposite directions by two
forces which he described to Madame Adam as 'the old and the
new social strata, the debris of oligarchy and democracy*.
He believed that France could regain cher former political and
military lustre5 only by the triumph of these new forces. He
grasped the fact that the new regime must, if it was to survive,
be based on the broadest national foundations of the common
people: and that the common people must be infused with the
operative ideals of liberty and equality if democracy was to be

